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{ǘΦ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ !ƴƎƭƛŎŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

Gate Pa, Tauranga. 
 

Yƛŀ ǘŀǳ ƪƛ ŀ ƪƻǳǘƻǳ ǘŜ Ǉŀƛ ƳŜ ǘŜ ǊŀƴƎƛƳņǊƛŜ ƻŦ ǘŜ !ǘǳŀ ς aŀȅ DƻŘΩǎ 
peace and goodness be upon you this Advent. 

Another church year has ended, and with Advent we begin a new 
one.  We have much to look back on and be grateful for. I am grateful 
that I was called to be part of this generous parish. I am very grateful 
for the aroha I receive from you, shown in the wonderful service 

celebrating 30 years a priest, with such a lovely fish and chip lunch (with great 
salads and desserts) and your lovely card and gift. Thank you all. These things 
happen because of the work done by people like Ainsley, Paula and all those who 
work behind the scenes. I am grateful for the work done by people like Maureen, 
Marion and others who quietly make sure all things are ready for Sunday services, 
and for the weddings and funerals we host. One of my great joys at this time of 
year is taking part in the choir and enjoying all that Malcolm has done preparing 
the music, and those who gather for the weeks leading up to the carol service to 
practice. The gift of Advent is that it is a time to take stock and give thanks for all 
these things. And it is a time to reflect on our role in the life of this parish. 

Lƴ Ƙƛǎ ōƻƻƪ άLƳƳƻǊǘŀƭ 5ƛŀƳƻƴŘΥ ¢ƘŜ {ŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ¢ǊǳŜ {ŜƭŦέΣ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ wƻƘǊ ǳǎŜǎ 
the work of medieval Franciscan theologian John Duns Scotus to offer these 
thoughts on Christmas. Rather than the coming of the Christ in Jesus being an 
ŀŦǘŜǊǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŀǿǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ōŀŘΣ {Ŏƻǘǳǎ 
ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǿŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴŎŀǊƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƛƴ 
the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem waǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭΣ ǇǳǊŜΣ ƎǊŀŎƛƻǳǎ ǳƴŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
choice and gift of Godself to humanity and creation. Jesus did not come to change 
the mind of God about humanity in his death, but to change our mind about God. 
Lƴ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴŦƛƴƛǘŜ ŦƻǊƎƛǾeness and love for each of us and all of 
ǳǎΦ !ǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇǘƘǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
lengths God goes in search for us. We are invited to live in response to that love. In 
Advent we are invited to reflect on how we respond and how we are stewards of 
all that God has given us. 
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Last Sunday (as I write this) Cliff and Clark as wardens, and I, spent some time 
talking about stewardship ς ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǳǎΦ ²Ŝ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǳǎ 
all to pray with these questions: 

- whaǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƻ {ǘΦ DŜƻǊƎŜϥǎ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ 

- the level, regularity and method of our giving to St. George's? 

- ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŀ ōŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƻŦ {ǘ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎΚ  

We did this in part because as a parish we are starting to struggle. We are 
struggling with some of those who have offered so much not being able to do all 
they used to and we need people to help lift that load. And we are not making 
ends meet ς which is a burden for the vestry to carry. Please take time to honestly 
consider your response. 

I am deeply grateful to David Elliot and his small team for the time he has put into 
organising a big fundraiser for us next year. Grant Elliot, the ex-Black Cap, is 
offering his time for nothing. So this event has the potential to make up to $7,000. 
We need your support in encouraging people to come through advertising and 
selling tickets. Please get behind this.  

Finally, Advent is a special time for us. We are having our normal Advent 
celebrations on 10th (Carol Service) and 17th (Taize). But first, on Sunday 3rd 
December at 7pm we are also hosting our Catholic brothers and sisters from the 
parish of St Thomas Aquinas for a joint service called Bringing Advent to Life ς 
Stations on the Way to Christmas. Bring your friends and family to some or all and 
use Advent as a time of reflection and giving thanks. There will be no 8am after 
17th December ς as the 24th is also Christmas Eve, and then we are into the January 
timetable. 

aŀȅ ǘƘƛǎ !ŘǾŜƴǘ ōŜ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƻŘƴess. 
 
Peace and all good 
 
 
 

From The Registers: 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Thelma Joyce  
Rogerson 
9th October 2017 
 

Margaret Rose 
Poole 

8th November 2017 

Baptisms: 
Gin Third Tiffany 
Abrahams 
15th October 2017 

Deaths: 
Harold Ernest 
Groucott 
2nd September 2017 
 



 

 

 
 

Stewardship 
Clark and I recently spoke to both services on the 
topic of stewardship. As wardens it is our 
responsibility to see that the parish is well-managed and to regularly communicate 
with you. Stewardship is a concept that encourages us to understand that all that 
we have has been provided to us by God, and to think about how we can respond 
to that blessing. A way that we can do this is by giving our talents, our time and 
our treasure.  Many members of the congregation give significant amounts of their 
time both within the church and in the wider community, and many use their 
talents in the same way. There are lots small jobs that need to be done within the 
parish to keep things running smoothly. Some of our members have been doing 
them for years but now they are getting older. If you would like to, I encourage 
you to look for ways that you can help out in some of those roles. 
We have seen several churches within the diocese close in recent years. Others 
have moved to shared ministries or part-time vicars. This is usually because of 
dwindling numbers in the congregation and unaffordable costs such as earthquake 
strengthening or simply maintaining their buildings up to modern codes. We are 
fortunate at St George's because we are on a site that gives us a special 
significance and role to play in the community, our buildings are well maintained, 
we have no debt and we still have a full-time vicar. Our opportunity shop, 
Centrepoint, subsidises our mission as well as supporting many voluntary groups in 
the community. However we do sail close to the wind and our finances are very 
tight. Most of our costs are fixed and we cannot avoid them. There is the very real 
possibility that we might have to have a part-time vicar in the future, although that 
is not envisaged at present. 
I want to encourage you to re-assess how you help us and our work at St George's 
and how you can offer back to God some of his blessings. Can you offer your talent 
and time to help out during the services or with fundraising, or by becoming a 
member of some of our groups? Can you volunteer to help out at Centrepoint for a 
couple of hours a week, or have a good clean out of your cupboards and garage 
and donate some unwanted items for sale? Can you reassess your level of financial 
giving to the parish? We have found that giving by automatic payment assists us 
greatly. Could you also please consider making a bequest to St George's in your 
will. I have included a brochure about giving to the ongoing mission and ministry of 
St George's Anglican Church in this edition of The Web; thank you for reading it. 
Blessings to you all -  Cliff Simons.  (±ƛŎŀǊΩǎ ²ŀǊŘŜƴ) 

 Vestry 
     Notesé 



 

 

Quiz Night 
A quiz night was held at St GeorgeΩs on 
Saturday, 11th November to raise money for Top 
Parish. Many thanks to Bonnie, John, Paula & 
Cliff and Julie Guest for organising the fun night. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Same-sex Marriage Blessings. 

 

One of the main issues discussed at Synod in September this year was a report 
from a working group about the proposal to bless same-sex marriages.  Tikanga 
aņƻǊƛ ŀƴŘ ¢ƛƪŀƴƎŀ tŀŎƛŦƛŎŀ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ 
General Synod in 2018Σ ōǳǘ ¢ƛƪŀƴƎŀ tņƪŜƘņ ƛǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ 
is that priests could bless the marriage of same-sex couples who have already been 
legally married in a civil service. The report recommended a number of measures 
designed to accommodate different views on the subject but that would allow 
bishops to authorise priests, who wish to, to conduct the blessings. Most delegates 
were in favour of the recommendations of the report and many felt that it did not 
go far enough i.e. that the church should be offering actual marriages and not just 
blessings. A small minority of delegates were opposed to the whole concept of 
same-sex marriage and argued that they cannot agree to the church condoning it. 
The recommendations of the report were discussed at length and the ideas raised 
informed the Waiapu representatives who will attend the 2018 General Synod 
where a final vote on the proposal is expected to take place. It is likely to be a very 
fractious debate and it is difficult to see how the opposing points of view can be 
reconciled.  
Cliff Simons - Synod Representative 
 

Peter Williams wearing the "Make 

America Great Again" which a 

member of the winning team at that 

point had to wear. 

ñHalf Bakedò-  the winning team at 

the end! 



 

 

Merivale Whanau Aroha Centre- Waiapu Kids 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saskia Dean - Manager 



 

 

Centrepoint Catchup: 
 

Christmas has well and truly arrived at 
Centrepoint. Kate and her Christmas elves 
have been very busy sorting, pricing and 
putting on display all of the Christmas 
decorations we have had donated during the 
year. They do look very festive and have 
made us realise that Christmas is just around 
the corner. We also have quite a magnificent 
Christmas raffle. When we are donated any items suitable for gifts they are put 
away and used for raffles throughout the year. The takings from these raffles are 
put towards lunches throughout the year for our volunteers. This year we have 
decided to have our Christmas lunch at the RSA Oak Tree. This is a very small way 
we can thank everyone for all for the work they do. As we all know without our 
wonderful volunteers Centrepoint would not be able to operate so we are very 
grateful. 
hǳǊ ǊŀŎƪǎ ƻŦ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŀǾŜ ǳƴŘŜǊƎƻƴŜ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƻǳǊ ƭŀǎǘ Ψ/ŀǘŎƘ-ǳǇΩΦ 
Instead of warm cosy winter clothes we now have cool, light and colourful summer 
clothes. I just hope we get some summer weather so we are able to take 
advantage of them. It does make a difference to see the racks now, I get so sick of 
dreary heavy items. However come next Autumn, I shall be only too willing to 
snuggle into something warm. 

We are making a lot more tea and 
ŎƻŦŦŜŜ ŘǊƛƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ΨŘǊƻǇ ƛƴǎΩΣ 
some days we make over twenty 
cups. This all takes quite a 
considerable time so we have 
decided to buy a hot water urn. 
This will mean no waiting for the 
jug to boil and will save a lot of 
time. 
Our recipients are very grateful 
for this service and we are 
pleased to be able to offer it. 
Do come and look at our Buzzy 

Bee window. It has been getting some very admiring comments and awakening 
thoughts of childhood nostalgia.    

   Jose Mellelieu 



 

 

Round The World in 83 Days: 
Beijing to Moscow 

Beijing:  Beijing is fast crazy 

organised chaos, while still 

being a lovely clean vibrant 

city. English is not widely 

spoken. Pedestrian crossings 

are usually safe as traffic will 

dodge around you. Army 

soldiers on post at all rail & 

underground stations ͂ they 

only look 18 -they don't smile 

but will allow you to 

photograph them. Traffic 

police at all major 

intersections & local police 

wander the crowds. 

All very safe & 

controlled. Roads & 

cars all perfect & 

clean. Not many 

Europeans were 

present in Beijing, 

and in Tiananmen 

Square we were bemused to have  a Chinese  

 

couple come up and ask to have photos 

taken 

with 

us. 

Police 

and 

army present with security cameras every 100 

metres.  



 

 

Took a Day tour to The Forbidden City, 

Temple of Heaven and Summer Palace. 

Required lots of walking and lots of beer. 

(35oC daily).A day spent at the Great Wall 

of China ͂ must love 

heights. You access it by 

cablecar and then walk 

steeply.  One long graveyard 

 ͂they buried the workers 

where they fell, so another 

monument to tyranny. 

Travelling through the vast 

countryside via train we saw great dams, fields 

of solar panels and hills covered in wind turbines 

 ͂China is extremely advanced in energy 

technology. (Not sure about the scorpions on a 

stick though) 
 

Trans Mongolian train:   

Each train 

segment is 

owned by a 

different 

country.  1st 

was the Chinese to Mongolia.  

1st Class cabin very smart  ͂

though no air-conditioning in 

38oC heat.  The Provodnitsa (carriage manager) then turned off 

power so no charging of phones, kindles, cameras.  Dining car ran 

out of food - plenty of beer though. A thermos flask is invaluable 

for making hot drinks as the Carriage samovar is always 

bubbling...unless the Provodnitsa turns it off. Then you can use 

the thermos flask for propping your half window open to try to find a breeze. 

China/Mongolia border the train toilets close for 6 hours plus when crossing as 

they have to change the bogeys (wheels) & you cannot get off. Immigration 

officers search cabins for stowaways and custom cards are given to you in Cyrillic 

script ͂  no English here. Just guess where to write your name.  

Laurie Tubbs             ¢ƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΧΧΧΦ 


